Katrina and Rita, H5N1 influenza, the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, and the H1N1 pandemic tested U.S. response plans and systems and provided important lessons that have helped strengthen systems and capabilities.
INTRODUCTION

Focus on Improving the Systems of Response
The U.S. approach to countering biological threats has evolved along with the understanding of the threat.
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius described the U.S. government response to the H1N1 pandemic:
The H1N1 flu tested our entire public health system. No federal standard currently defines "how clean is safe" with regard to reoccupation of a contaminated area after a biological attack. In the past, the CDC has required decontamination of a building until zero viable spores could be found. However, this standard would likely be impossible to achieve after a large-scale attack that contaminated indoor and outdoor areas of a city.
Peter Jutro argued for more scientific research that sheds light on: (1) the movement and behavior of biological contaminants;
(2) assessment of contamination; (3) effective decontamination methods for indoor versus outdoor areas and a variety of surfaces; and (4) management and disposal of waste generated by remediation. He stressed that policy to guide decontamination must be based on science. 
